
 
 

 

JAEGER-LECOULTRE PRESENTS THE REVERSO  

TRIBUTE ENAMEL ‘DRAGON’ 
 

A MAJESTIC HOMAGE TO THE CRAFTS OF ENAMELLING AND ENGRAVING 

 

 

The signature swivelling case of the Reverso was conceived as an ingenious solution to the problem of 

protecting the dial and glass of the watch when worn on the polo field. However, soon after its launch 

in 1931, the Reverso was adopted by tastemakers from all walks of life, transcending its original sporting 

purpose. Moreover, it quickly became apparent that the blank metal of the case back was an ideal 

canvas for artistic expression, offering limitless potential to craft timepieces of rare beauty. 

 

In 2023 Jaeger-LeCoultre adds a new chapter to this story of craftsmanship and artistry: the Reverso 

Tribute Enamel ‘Dragon’. Created to coincide with Chinese New Year, the new timepiece pays tribute 

to the Year of the Dragon, and to the talents of the master enamellers and engravers in the Métiers 

Rares™ atelier of the Manufacture Jaeger-LeCoultre. 

 

Swivelling the watch case to its reverse side reveals a majestic dragon surrounded by golden clouds. 

Engraved into the pink gold case metal, the dragon seems to leap out from the background of glossy 

black Grand Feu enamel. The polished surfaces of the dragon’s body, the fine details of its scales – 

highlighted with black rhodium – and the contrasting sandblasted texture of the clouds catch and refract 

the light to enhance the illusion of movement and power.  

 

To maximise the sense of volume and depth, the master engraver used a technique called modelled 

engraving, an exacting skill that requires absolute focus and remarkable dexterity. Adding to the 

challenge, the engraver’s work began not, as is usual, with a bare metal surface but with one that 

already had its coat of Grand Feu enamel, thus requiring an unprecedented accuracy of gesture to 

avoid all risk of damage to the pristine enamel. Using 10 differently sized chisels to sculpt the metal 

step by step, the master engraver devoted 80 hours to the creation of this masterpiece. 

 

The dial of the Reverso Tribute Enamel features the same opaque black Grand Feu enamel as the 

case-back. The elegant simplicity of the Reverso Tribute dial, with its faceted appliqué hour-markers, 

chemin de fer minutes track and Dauphine hands, places full value on the beauty of the glowing black 

background.  

 

The apparent simplicity of the pure black enamel is deceptive because in Grand Feu enamelling, the 

outcome of the firing process is never entirely predictable. To create a black of such depth and richness 



 
 

requires five or six layers of enamel, with each new layer followed by firing and cooling – representing 

no less than 24 working hours (16 hours for the case-back and eight hours for the dial) over the course 

of many days. This was followed by half a day of polishing to achieve a perfect, uniform shine. 

 

That the two surfaces are perfectly matched in colour and purity is testament to a degree of skill that 

can be acquired only through many years of experience. Jaeger-LeCoultre remains one of very few 

watch Manufactures to have its own in-house enamelling atelier, safeguarding and advancing this 

ancient craft. 

 

Created to celebrate the Chinese Zodiac Year and made only to order, the Reverso Tribute Enamel 

‘Dragon’ is testament to La Grande Maison’s vision of culture and creativity, where the artistic crafts 

live in perfect harmony with the technical expertise of the Manufacture’s watchmakers.  

 

 

TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

 

REVERSO TRIBUTE ENAMEL ‘DRAGON’ 

Case:    Pink gold  

Dimensions:  45.5 mm x 27.4 mm x 9.73 mm 

Calibre:   Jaeger-LeCoultre manually wound Calibre 822 

Functions:  Hours, minutes 

Power reserve:  42 hours 

Dial:    Black Grand Feu enamel, applied indexes 

Case back:   Black Grand Feu enamel, dragon engraving 

Water resistance:  3 bar 

Strap:   Black alligator 

Reference:  Q39324D1 - Made to order 

 

 

About Jaeger-LeCoultre – The Watchmaker of Watchmakers™ 

Since 1833, driven by an unquenchable thirst for innovation and creativity, and inspired by the peaceful natural 

surroundings of its home in the Vallée de Joux, Jaeger-LeCoultre has been distinguished by its mastery of 

complications and the precision of its mechanisms. Known as the Watchmaker of Watchmakers™, the Manufacture 

has expressed its relentlessly inventive spirit through the creation of more than 1,400 different calibres and the 

award of more than 430 patents. Harnessing 190 years of accumulated expertise, La Grande Maison’s 

watchmakers design, produce, finish and ornament the most advanced and precise mechanisms, blending passion 

with centuries-old savoir-faire, linking the past to the future, timeless but always up with the times. With 180 skills 

brought together under one roof, the Manufacture creates fine timepieces that combine technical ingenuity with 

aesthetic beauty and a distinctively understated sophistication.  

 

 
 

jaeger-lecoultre.com 

https://www.jaeger-lecoultre.com/ww/en/home-page.html

