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JAEGER-LECOULTRE PRESENTS THE REVERSO TRIBUTE 
ENAMEL HOKUSAI ‘AMIDA FALLS’ 

 
HOMAGE TO JAPAN’S MOST CELEBRATED 19th-CENTURY ARTIST 

 

 

• An exquisitely detailed Grand Feu enamelled reproduction of Hokusai’s woodblock print 

The Amida Falls in the Far Reaches of the Kisokaidō Road (Kisoji no oku Amida-ga-taki) 

on the case-back is complemented by a green guilloché Grand Feu enamel dial 

• Showcasing the expertise of the Manufacture’s Métiers Rares® atelier in the crafts of 

guillochage, miniature painting and Grand Feu enamelling 

 • A limited edition of 10 pieces, initially offered only in Japan 

 

 

In its latest homage to Asian art, Jaeger-LeCoultre introduces the Reverso Tribute Enamel Hokusai 

‘Amida Falls’, honouring the work of the 19th-century Japanese master, Katsushika Hokusai. The case-

back of the new timepiece is decorated with a hand- enamelled miniature reproduction of The Amida 

Falls in the Far Reaches of the Kisokaidō Road (Kisoji no oku Amida-ga-taki), the best-known work 

from A Tour of Waterfalls in Various Provinces (Shokoku taki meguri), a series of eight woodblock prints 

created by the artist in 1833–34.  

 

For almost two millennia, a two-way cultural exchange between Asia and Europe has had a profound 

influence on every art form of both East and West – and the new Reverso continues the dialogue 

between Eastern and Western artistic traditions that La Grande Maison has embraced throughout its 

history. Complementing the exquisite tribute to the Asian art form of woodblock printing on the case-

back, the dial is anchored in the Western craft traditions of guillochage and Grand Feu enamel. 

 

Celebrating a great Japanese master 
In the 19th century, Hokusai was among a handful of Japanese artists who elevated the ancient practice 

of woodblock printing from popular, “low” art to high art form, thanks to his innovations in subject matter, 

colour and composition. His ‘Waterfalls’ series – produced when he was in his seventies – is considered 

by many art historians to be among the finest landscapes ever produced. The best known of the series, 

‘Amida Falls’ epitomises the artist’s fascination with the power of cascading water and monumental land 

forms, which dwarf the human figures enjoying a picnic nearby.  
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A work of precision and artistry 

To capture the power of Hokusai’s original image and faithfully reproduce every detail on a surface of 

just three square centimetres – little more than one-tenth the size of the original – Jaeger-LeCoultre’s 

master artisans had not only to miniaturise and perfectly mimic every detail of the composition but also 

to create the illusion of the woodblock printing technique – a specific effect entirely different from 

enamelling. To achieve this, the enamellers had to develop a special technique that reproduces the 

characteristic bokashi effect of the subtly nuanced and graduated colours of works originally printed on 

paper, while also capturing the vivid blues and yellows that are a signature of Hokusai’s work. It is a 

carefully orchestrated process of many stages, which represents a full 70 hours of work over the course 

of many weeks, including a total of 12–15 separate firings at 800 degrees Celsius. 

 

The simplicity of the Reverso Tribute dial – with its faceted appliqué hour-markers and Dauphine hands 

– places full value on the beauty of its decoration. Complementing the miniature painting on the case 

back, this dial is decorated with a guilloché lozenge pattern – the texture of which is amplified by 

translucent Grand Feu enamel in a rich shade of green. 

 

Executed by hand, using a century-old lathe, the lozenge pattern requires great dexterity and skill: 

holding the dial plate at a carefully calculated angle, each of the 60 lines that make up the pattern 

requires three passages of the lathe – making 600 passages altogether; for every passage, the plate 

must be held at precisely the same angle to ensure that the lines are crisply etched and the pattern is 

perfectly symmetrical. This process alone requires around four hours of extremely focused work, and 

is followed by the application of at least six layers of translucent enamel, each of which requires 

separate firing, spanning more than a week. Once the enamelling has been completed, the final 

challenge is the faultless application of the indexes (which requires tiny holes to be drilled through the 

pristine surface of the enamel) and the transfer of the chemin de fer minutes register. 

 

Testament to the exceptional artistry and skill of the artisans working in the Manufacture’s Métiers 

Rares® (Rare Handcrafts) atelier, the new Reverso Tribute Enamel Hokusai ‘Amida Falls’ epitomises 

La Grande Maison’s vision of the world of art and culture. It completes a trilogy of Reverso Tribute 

Enamel timepieces that pay homage to Hokusai – another work from his ‘Waterfalls’ series, Kirifuri 

Waterfall at Kurokami Mountain in Shimotsuke (Shimotsuke Kurokamiyama Kirifuri-no-taki) in 2021, 

and a reproduction of his most famous work, The Great Wave off Kanagawa (Kanagawa oki nama ura) 

in 2018. 
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TECHNICAL DETAILS 
 
REVERSO TRIBUTE ENAMEL HOKUSAI ‘AMIDA FALLS’ 
Case: White gold 

Dimensions: 45.5mm x 27.4mm x 9.73mm 

Calibre: Manually wound - Jaeger-LeCoultre Calibre 822/2 

Functions: Hours, minutes 

Power reserve: 42 hours 

Water resistance: 3 meters 

Dial: Lozenge guilloche, with translucent Grand Feu enamel 

Case-back: Closed – Miniature Grand Feu enamel 

Strap: Black alligator   

Reference: Q39334T3  

Limited Edition: 10 pieces 

 

 

 
ABOUT THE REVERSO 
In 1931, Jaeger-LeCoultre launched a timepiece that was destined to become a classic of 20th-century design: the 

Reverso. Created to withstand the rigours of polo matches, its sleek, Art Deco lines and unique reversible case 

make it one of the most immediately recognisable watches of all time. Through nine decades the Reverso has 

continually reinvented itself without ever compromising its identity: it has housed more than 50 different calibres, 

while its blank metal flip side has become a canvas for creative expression, decorated with enamel, engravings or 

gemstones. Today, 91 years after the Reverso was born, it continues to epitomise the spirit of modernity that 

inspired its creation. 

 

 
ABOUT THE STELLAR ODYSSEY 
 
In 2022 Jaeger-LeCoultre pays homage to the astronomical phenomena that lie at the very origin of how mankind 

measures time. Since the earliest days of the Manufacture, astronomical functions have played a major role in 

Jaeger-LeCoultre’s portfolio of complicated timepieces – ranging from simple forms of moon phase display to highly 

complex perpetual calendars, equation of time, sky charts, and the draconic and anomalistic lunar cycles. 

Mastering all three measures of time – solar, lunar and sidereal – the watchmakers of La Grande Maison have 

perpetually innovated to create the most advanced and precise mechanisms that represent or even predict celestial 

phenomena. This year, Jaeger-LeCoultre embarks on a Stellar Odyssey with an immersive exhibition and a series 

of themed events that will embrace inspirational collaborations with a visual artist and a mixologist, and a 

fascinating programme of celestially-themed Discovery Workshops at Atelier d’Antoine. The Stellar Odyssey is an 

invitation to discover how the mysteries of the cosmos are translated into micro-mechanical wonders for the wrist. 
 

 
jaeger-lecoultre.com 

https://www.jaeger-lecoultre.com/ww/en/home-page.html

