
 

INTRODUCING  

REVERSO TRIBUTE  
NONANTIEME ‘ENAMEL’  

 

A NEW INTERPRETATION WITH A DIGITAL DISPLAY OF TIME  
SURROUNDED BY A DEEP BLUE STARRY SKY  

 

 

 

Following the introduction in 2021 of the Reverso Tribute Nonantieme ‘Enamel’ to celebrate the Reverso’s 90th 

anniversary, Jaeger-LeCoultre presents a new expression of the timepiece in 18k pink gold (750/1000) with an 

elegant grey sunray dial and decorative enamelling on the reverse. To be made in a limited edition of 90 pieces, 

this new interpretation again demonstrates La Grande Maison’s constant pursuit of technical innovation married 

to timeless design and fine craftsmanship.  

FROM POLO FIELD TO HIGH WATCHMAKING – AN ICON EVOLVES 

Created in 1931, the Reverso was designed to meet the demands of the newly fashionable ‘sporting gentleman’. 

A challenge was set by polo-playing military officers in India during the British Raj of 1858-1947 to create a watch 

that could withstand the rigours of the polo field. The Reverso was the answer – a masterful integration of form 

and function. Quickly adopted by tastemakers from all walks of life, the Reverso soon transcended its original 

sporting purpose as new variations appeared – for both men and women. However, its iconic double-sided case 

(historical patent CH159982) and distinctive Art Deco lines have remained constant, making the Reverso one of 

the world’s most recognisable wristwatches. 

The Reverso was born as a deft synthesis of style and function. Rooted in the Art Deco aesthetics, it also 

embodied a mechanical revolution allowed by La Grande Maison’s expertise. From the very beginning of its 

production, Reverso’s calibres were shaped to follow the curves of its rectangular case, an ingenious answer to 

maximise space used and therefore the precision of the calibre. In 1931, it was seen as a revolution in Haute 

Horlogerie: an unusual rectangular case, powered by shaped calibres, set in a dedicated casing ring to protect 

them from shocks, humidity and the passing of time. 

KEY FACTS: 

• Challenging movement: Calibre 826 with 243 components and a 42-hour power reserve 

• Masterful craftsmanship: 70 pink gold stars shine against a night-blue enamel sky, perfected in 

10 hours of work 

• Limited edition: offering 90 pieces 



 
 

This technical challenge, overtook by the Manufacture, was fully embraced in the beginning of the 1990s, when 

Jaeger-LeCoultre introduced high complications in Reverso. In 1991, marking the 60th anniversary, the Reverso 

Soixantieme displayed a power reserve and date, with another first – a sapphire crystal caseback, to observe the 

mechanical treasure within. During the decade that followed, five of the great classical complications were 

reinterpreted, with the movement architecture and visual displays reimagined for the rectangular Reverso case. 

Then, to mark the completion of another decade, the Reverso Septantieme was introduced in 2001.  

In 2021, the 90th anniversary of the Reverso’s birth, Jaeger-LeCoultre created the Reverso Tribute Nonantieme. 

It brought a fresh and exciting stylistic language to the Reverso, presenting an entirely new visual expression of 

some of watchmaking’s most familiar complications. 

A NEW COLOUR FOR THE FRONT DIAL; ENAMEL AND LACQUER ENHANCE THE REVERSE SIDE 

Driven by its continuing exploration of beauty and refined craftsmanship, the new interpretation of the Reverso 

Tribute Nonantieme ‘Enamel’ features an elegant grey sunray-brushed dial and a richly decorated reverse side. 

The simplicity of the Reverso Tribute iconography – elongated applied indexes, Dauphine hands and a chemin 

de fer minutes track – places the emphasis on the complications. The ‘Grande Date’ display at 12 o’clock is 

highlighted by an applied pink golden-coloured frame that echoes the rectangular shape of the case and dial. In 

the lower half of the dial within the small seconds counter, a moon phase display is set against the background 

of stars in a deep blue sky. While the colours of these details echo those on the reverse dial, the classically 

elegant aesthetic gives no hint of the surprise that awaits when flipping the case over.  

Turning the case reveals the Nonantieme’s distinctive and visually exciting displays wrapped in the beauty of a 

starry night sky. The dial comprises two round apertures of different sizes, overlapping and arranged like a 

figure-eight, which is encircled by gadroons that echo those on the upper and lower edges of the case. The small 

upper aperture displays a semi-jumping digital hour indication against a white background. Below the hour, the 

large aperture displays minutes on a rotating disc that is partially concealed by a three-quarter plate, lacquered 

in a rich shade of blue. Tiny pink gold stars are transferred onto the surface of the lacquer to depict the night 

sky. Within a smaller circle at the centre, a polished sun and moon indicate night and day as they pass above a 

horizon. The semi-circle below the horizon is decorated with a guilloché pattern of sunrays and the entire lower 

aperture is framed by a circle of pink gold beading (18k, 750/1000). 

The larger surface surrounding the indications – which had been an unbroken expanse of pink gold in the original 

Nonantieme – is transformed into a starry night sky with multiple layers of rich blue enamel sprinkled with stars. 

The latitude and longitude lines are engraved with a hand-held laser to reveal the underlying pink gold case 

metal. 

CLASSIC COMPLICATIONS REINVENTED THROUGH MECHANICAL INNOVATION 

Showing the same time on both faces of the watch and comprising 243 components, Calibre 826 was conceived 

specifically for the Reverso Tribute Nonantieme ‘Enamel’ and was developed, produced and assembled entirely 

in-house. Given La Grande Maison’s philosophy of designing movements that closely fit the shape of their case, 



 
 

the rectangular Reverso creates a particular challenge when designing complications that were traditionally 

conceived for round movements. To accommodate the Grande Date display within the confined space of the 

upper dial, in 2021, Jaeger-LeCoultre’s engineers developed a completely new mechanism comprising two small 

side-by-side discs (one for the units 1–9 and one for the 10s, 20s and 30s) rather than two “stacked” discs, as is 

normal. When the date passes single digits, a tiny hook on the units disc latches on to the other disc, turning it 

to create the double-digit reading (10th, 11th, 12th…etc). This patented invention has the additional benefit of 

displaying both digits of the date at exactly the same level, rather than one slightly lower than the other.  

Although La Grande Maison’s watchmakers had incorporated the digital hours complication in some calibres 

during the 1930s, they have used it rarely in recent decades. For the display, Jaeger-LeCoultre’s engineers opted 

for a semi-jumping rather than instantaneously jumping mechanism to allow for a more gradual and elegant 

transition. Also, because an instantaneous jump requires a large and sudden burst of energy, this choice 

safeguards the power reserve. 

Offered in a limited edition of 90 pieces, this new interpretation of the Reverso Tribute Nonantieme ‘Enamel’ 

underlines the timelessness and versatility of the Reverso, as well as La Grande Maison’s continuing 

commitment to craft and creativity alongside mechanical innovation and excellence. 

TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

REVERSO TRIBUTE NONANTIEME ‘ENAMEL’ 

Case: Pink gold (18k, 750/1000) 

Dimensions : 49.4 mm x 29.9 mm x 11.72 mm  

Movement:  Manually wound, Calibre 826 

Functions: Hours, minutes, small seconds, Grande Date, Moon phases (front); Digital semi-jumping hour, 

minutes on a disc. Night-day indication (reverse) 

Front dial: Grey sunrayed 

Reverse dial: Blue enamel and lacquer 

Power Reserve: 42 hours 

Water resistance: 3 bar 

Strap: Black alligator 

Buckle: Interchangeable pin buckle 

Reference: Q71125E1  

Limited edition of 90 pieces 

 

 

ABOUT THE REVERSO  

In 1931, Jaeger-LeCoultre launched a timepiece that was destined to become a classic of 20th-century design: the Reverso. 

Created to withstand the rigours of polo matches, its sleek, Art Deco lines and distinctive reversible case make it one of the 

most immediately recognisable watches of all time. Through nine decades the Reverso has continually reinvented itself 

without ever compromising its identity: it has housed 79 different calibres and has 39 patents, while its blank metal flip side 



 
 

has become a canvas for creative expression, decorated with enamel, engravings or gemstones. Today, more than 90 years 

after the Reverso was born, it continues to epitomise the spirit of modernity that inspired its creation. 

 

 

ABOUT JAEGER-LECOULTRE – THE WATCHMAKER OF WATCHMAKERSTM 

Since 1833, driven by an unquenchable thirst for innovation and creativity, and inspired by the peaceful natural surroundings 

of its home in the Vallée de Joux, Jaeger-LeCoultre has been distinguished by its mastery of complications and the precision 

of its mechanisms. Known as the Watchmaker of WatchmakersTM, the Manufacture has expressed its relentlessly inventive 

spirit through the creation of more than 1,400 different calibres and the award of more than 430 patents. Harnessing over 

190 years of accumulated expertise, La Grande Maison’s watchmakers design, produce, finish and ornament the most 

advanced and precise mechanisms, blending passion with centuries-old savoir-faire, linking the past to the future, timeless 

but always up with the times. With 180 skills brought together under one roof, the Manufacture creates fine timepieces that 

combine technical ingenuity with aesthetic beauty and a distinctively understated sophistication.  

 

jaeger-lecoultre.com 

 

https://www.jaeger-lecoultre.com/ww/en/home-page.html

